INFORMATION LETTER 


Not for 
Publication 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


No. 1630 


Washington, D. C. 


April 27, 1957 


Prospective Plantings of 
Vegetables for Processing 


On the basis of reports of inten- 
tions to plant, the prospective acreage 
of eight vegetables for processing 
this year is about 3 percent less than 
last year, according to the Crop Re- 
porting Board of USDA. 

The vegetables for processing for 
which the USDA estimates smaller 
acreages, as of April 15, are beets, 
down 7 percent; contract cabbage, 
down 11 percent; corn, down 3 per- 
cent; peas, down 3 percent; and to- 
matoes, down 11 percent. 

Increases in planted acreage are 
reported in prospect for snap beans, 
up 7 percent; cucumbers for pickles, 
up 10 percent; and winter and early 
spring spinach, up 4 percent. 

The eight crops usually account for 
nearly 90 percent of the planted acre- 
age for the 10 vegetables for proc- 
essing covered in regular USDA re- 
ports. 

Details of the acreage estimates 
are reported in the INFORMATION Ler- 
ters of March 16, page 127; April 
13, page 149; and in this issue on 
page 165. 


Status of Agenda and Schedule for Spring Meeting of 
N. C. A. Board of Directors and Related Committees 


Additional details of the spring 
Board of Directors and related meet- 
ings have been completed since the 
announcement in the INFORMATION 
Lerrer of April 13. Further par- 
tieulars will be announced in future 
issues as they are developed. 

The schedule of events, along with 
certain particulars about each, is as 
foliows: 


WEDNESDAY, MAy 22 


9:30 a.m.—Legislative Committee 
meeting, Main Conference Room, 
N. C. A. Headquarters. State secre- 
taries have been invited to attend, if 
they are interested. 

9:30 a.m.—Reappraisal Committee, 
(room to be announced), N. C. A. Head- 
quarters. 


12:30 p.m.—Luncheon Meeting of 
Canner-Grower Coordinating Commit- 
tee (location to be announced). 

2-4 p.m.—Open House at N.C.A. 
Headquarters for new members of the 
Board. This will be a tour through- 
out the building to enable new mem- 
bers to inspect the Laboratory and 
other departmental facilities, meet 


Special House Subcommittee on ‘Legislative Oversight’ 
To Investigate Regulatory Agencies, Including the FDA 


A special investigation of federal 
regulatory agencies — including the 
Food and Drug Administration—is to 
be undertaken by a special subcom- 
mittee of the House Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

The investigation is aimed at de- 
termining whether the regulatory 
agencies are administering laws as 
the Congress intended. The investi- 
gation may extend over the next 18 
months. 

The investigation was approved by 
the House in two separate actions. 


After an initial authorization of $100,- 
000. the House voted April 11 to au- 
thovize $850,000 for the study, after 
Speaker Rayburn left the Speaker's 
thair and took the floor to urge ap- 
proval of that amount. 


Representative Moulder (Mo.) has 
been named to head the special in- 
vestigating subcommittee. Others on 
the Legislative Oversight Subcommit- 
tee, as it is being called, are Repre- 
sentatives Williams (Miss.), Flynt 
(Ga.), O’Brien (N. Y.), Moss (Calif.), 
O’Hara (Minn.), Hale (Maine), Hes- 
elton (Mass.), and Bennett (Mich.). 
Representative Harris (Ark.), chair- 
man of the Commerce Committee, and 
Representative Wolverton (N. J.), 
ranking minority member, will be ex 
officio members of the subcommittee. 

The subcommittee expects to engage 
a staff of 12 investigators. 

The FDA is only one of a number of 
agencies to be covered in the investi- 
gation. The agencies to be examined 

(Please turn to page 164) 


staff personnel, and make inquiries 
about the respective N.C.A. programs. 

2 p.m.—Convention Program Com- 
mittee, (room to be announced), 
N.C.A. Headquarters. 

2 p.m.—Consumer and Trade Re- 
lations Committee, Library, N.C.A. 
Headquarters. 

4:30 p.m.—Premiere showing of 
new color-sound film, “The Story of 
John Porter,” Presidential Room, Ho- 
tel Statler, followed by reception in 
the Congressional Room. The film is 
one of the projects of the N.C.A. Con- 
sumer and Trade Relations Program, 
roduced in collaboration with the 

ational Junior Vegetable Growers 
Association. 

The work of the N.C.A. and the 
canning industry in raw products 
research, or horticulture, for 
many years been an outstanding ex- 
ample of cooperative and progressive 
canner-grower relations. For the past 
two years N.C.A. has sponsored a 
Farm Youth Program to interest 
young boys and girls in careers in 
horticulture and to assure the food 
industry of sufficient trained scientists 
to meet expanding needs. The film 
promotes this activity of N.C.A. 

Leading agricultural officials in 
government, education and industry— 
from Congress, the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, the American Farm 
Bureau Federation, National Grange, 
the National Council of Farmer Co- 
operatives, Farmers Union, Vegeta- 
ble Growers Association, the food 
trades, and others—are being invited. 
So also are Board and committee 
members in Washington, the state 
secretaries, and the trade and other 
press. Principal Congressional at- 
tendance will come from the member- 
ship of the Senate and House Agri- 
culture Committees, but members of 
the Board have been requested also 
to invite their Senators and Congress- 
men to attend as their guests. 

The film dramatically presents the 
story of agriculture as an industry, 
and the career opportunities in horti- 
culture and allied agriculture sciences. 
It is the story of one of America’s 
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greatest assets, its youth, and how 
they can direct their energies, inter- 
ests and enthusiasms toward a re- 
warding career in a necessary and 
exciting field—agriculture. 

The reception following the film, 
which will be held in the adjacent 
Congressional Room of the Statler, 
will furnish an opportunity for can- 
ning industry people to impress on 
their Senators and Representatives 
this example of the work of the can- 
ning industry in agriculture, and will 
provide a chance to visit with them 
socially 


May 23 

9 am—Legislative Committee 
(room at Sheraton-Park Hotel to be 
announced). The Committee, in a 
short meeting, will brief Board mem- 
bers on pending legislative problems 
such as marketing orders, chemical 
additives, and wage and hour. 

The balance of the morning is being 
held open to permit Board members 
and others to visit their Senators and 
Congressmen in their Capitol Hill 
offices. 


9:30 a.m.—Meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Canners State and Regional 
Secretaries, Library, N.C.A. Head- 
quarters. 

9;30 a.m.—Administrative Council, 
Conference Room, N.C.A. Headquar- 
ters. 

12:30 p.m.—Luncheon— Board of 
Directors, Administrative Council, 
state secretaries and N.C.A. guests, 
Continental Room, Sheraton-Park 
Hotel. 


Speaker will be announced later. 
One of the ceremonial events will be 
the presentation of the N.C.A. plaque 
to Gary Marlin Bishop, 17, of Mount 
Blanchard, Ohio, winner of the 1956 
Canning Crops Contest. 

2 p.m.—Board of Directors Meet- 
ing, first session, Caribar Room, Sher- 
aton-Park Hotel. This will be an 
open session of the Board, with state 
secretaries and trade press invited to 
attend. An agenda is being built that 
will feature current legislative mat- 
ters, canner-grower relations activi- 
ties, and plans for the 1958 and subse- 
quent Conventions. 

5 p.m.—Reception at the residence 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Campbell. 


Fnwav, May 24 
9 a.m.—Closed Executive Session of 
the Board of Directors, Sheraton-Park 
Hotel. This session will deal with 
internal management affairs of the 
Association and its program, and is 
closed to all but Board members. 


If Board, Committee members, state 
secretaries and other N.C.A. guests 
have not already made their hotel res- 
ervations for these meetings, and if 
they desire the N.C.A. to obtain them, 
requeste should be addressed to Mrs. 
Betty Dulin, National Canners As- 
ciation, 1183 20th St., V. W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. The hotels have re- 

that all reservation 


requests 
in not later than May 1. 


FCC Business Radio Service 
The Federal Communications Com- 


mission has proposed regulations gov- 
erning a so-called “Business Radio 
Service” which would take the place 
of the Special Industrial Radio = 
ice now existing. 

Under the FCC proposal, any per- 
son engaged in a “lawful business 
activity” will be eligible to use in- 
dustrial radio in connection with such 
activities. The effect of the proposed 
rule change would be to eliminate 
many of the restrictions which have 
heretofore limited the use of indus- 
trial radio to certain geographical 
areas and to certain types of indus- 
trial users. 

In order to accommodate the in- 
creased demand for industrial radio 
frequencies which will undoubtedly 
result from the elimination of these 
restrictions, the FCC also is proposing 
to increase the number of frequencies 
available to industrial users. Exist- 
ing licenses in the Special Industrial 
and Citizens Radio Services will not 
be required to change frequencies. 

The FCC proposal was published in 
the Federal Register of April 17. 


Legislative Oversight 
(Concluded from page 163) 


are divided by the subcommittee into 
three groups: 

(1) Civil Aeronautics Administra- 
tion, Civil Aeronautics Board, Federal 
Communications Commission, Federal 
Power Commission, Federal Trade 
Commission, Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration, Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission; 

(2) Bureau of Standards, National 
Institutes of Health, National Science 
Foundation, Weather Bureau; 

(3) Foreign Claims Settlement 
Commission, Office of Alien Property, 
Public Health Service, Railroad Re- 
tirement Board, and other agencies 


within legislative jurisdiction of the 
Committee. 


The House Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce has legisla- 
tive jurisdiction over each of the fed- 
eral activities administered by these 
agencies. 


According to an April 18 announce- 
ment by the Oversight Committee, the 
investigation will cover— 


“(1) Whether the law has been and 
is being faith? executed the 
agency in the public interest; 

“(2) Whether the law and the stat- 
utory standards it contains have been 
and are being interpreted by rule, or 
internal procedures, to enlarge the 
area of regulation beyond that in- 
tended, and to administer it thro 
procedures not intended by the Con- 
gress. 


The subjects to be consi 


(1) Review and analysis of the 
law and amendments, and intent of 
the Congress when enacted; 

) Area of the field regulated by 
each law, changing circumstances and 
growth of the field since enactment; 

“(3) Consideration of the legisla- 
tive standards in the law to determine 
whether they can be drafted in more 

recise terms with the view of reduc- 
— administrative discretion; 

regulations issu y the agency un- 
der the discretionary delegations, rec- 
onciliation with statutory standards 
and legislative intent, manner in 
which rules have been applied in 

ce; 

65) Administrative interpretations 
and practices apart from formal rules 
and regulations, public notice of such 
interpretations and practices, extent 
to which in fact administration is by 
internal interpretations as distinct 
from publis rules; 

“(6) Judicial decisions on the ad 
ministration of the law by the agency, 
the statutory standards, rules and 
regulations, and administrative inter- 
pretation; enlargement of area of 
regulation supported by the decisions; 

“(7) Enforcement of statute, rules 
and regulations; 

“(8) Organization of agency: 

“(a) Independence and bipartisan- 
ship of Commission, as inten in its 
creation; identification of the regula- 
tors with the regulated; 

“(b) Personnel: experience, rela- 
tionship to agency policy, status un- 
der Civil Service; 

„e) Work load, distribution of per- 
sonnel as to statutory duties or on 
duties assumed through administra- 
tive interpretations, coordination with 
state and other regulatory agen 
cies, trade or industry enforcement 
groups.” 
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April 27, 1957 


Stocks of Canned Foods on April 1 and Season Shipments 


sauce have been issued by the N.C.A. 
Division of Statistics, and detailed re- 
ports covering the April 1 stock and 
shipment situation have been mailed 
to all canners of these products. 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned apples, applesauce, 
RSP cherries, sweet cherries, apricots, 
peaches, pears, green and wax beans, 
corn, peas, pumpkin and squash, to- 
matoes, tomato juice, catsup, and chili 
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Canned Baby Food Stocks 


Details of the canned baby food 
supply, stock and shipment situation 
are reported by the N.C.A. Division 
of Statistics as follows: 


Beets for Canning 


acreage of beets to be planted 
for canning in 1957 is expected to be 
about 7 percent less than the acreage 
planted in 1956, according to the 
Crop Reporting Board of USDA. 
rocessors’ intentions, the 
acreage is estimated at 
19,840 acres compared with 21,350 
acres planted last year and the 10- 
year average of 17,520 acres. 


Canner stocks, Jan. 1. 


1956 Packs in Canada 


The 1956 packs of canned fruits in 
Canada totaled about 20 percent less 
product weight than in 1955, and the 
1956 pack of canned vegetables was 
down about 10 percent from the 1955 
total, according to statistics published 
by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

Principal decline was in the pack of 
canned peaches, from 4,245,825 dozens 
comprising 66.5 million pounds of 
product to 2,459,698 dozens of 38.9 
million pounds of product. A sizable 
decline also was reported for the pack 
of canned corn, down from 6,762,985 
dozens of 86 million pounds to 4,- 
$50,995 dozens of 60.4 million pounds. 


„ Colo,, Del., III., Ind., La., Maine, Md., 
— N. J., Ohio, Pu., Tenn., Texas, 


Cucumbers for Pickles 


An increase of about 10 percent 
from the 1956 plantings of cucumbers 
for pickles is indicated for 1957, ac- 
cording to the Crop Reporting Board 


If early-season prospects material- 
ize, the 1957 plantings of cucumbers 
for pickles will total 139,360 acres. 
This compares with 126,340 acres 
planted in 1956 and the 10-year aver- 
age of 145,350 acres. 


Abandonment of planted acreage 
has avera about 8 percent an- 
nually during the past 10 years. If 
this loss is assumed for 1957, there 
would be 128,200 acres for harvest. 
This compares with 118,930 acres har- 
vested in 1956 and an average of 
133,440 acres for the 1946-55 period. 

Prospective production is up in the 
three principal producing states. 
Michigan indicates 42,000 acres, ex- 
ceeding last year by 11 percent but 4 
percent below average. Wisconsin 
indicates 21,000 acres, up 12 percent 
over 1956 but 5 percent below aver- 
age. North Carolina reports 18,500 
acres in prospect, substantially above 
both last year and average. 


Tomatoes for Processing 


The acreage of tomatoes to be 
planted in 1957 for processing is ex- 
to be about 11 percent less 

n the acreage planted in 1956 and 
20 percent less than average, accord- 
- AY the Crop Reporting Board of 


Based on processors’ intentions, as 
reported to USDA in early April, the 
1957 planted acreage is estimated at 
313,350 acres compared with 353,200 
acres planted last year and the 1946- 
55 average of 390,710 acres. 

Following is the acreage in p 
as of April 15, as reported by USDA 
April 22: 
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10-year 1957 Per- 

ave. Pros- cent 

State 1046-55 1956 pective change 

from 

(acres) (acres) (acres) 1956 

N.Y. 20,480 14,400 11,500 — 20 
30,120 24,700 22,000 —11 
esas 25,210 23,000 22,000 -4 
23,010 18,400 15,700 —18 
50,720 82,600 31,000 —5 
. 11,380 10,200 10,500 +3 
7.750 7,100 6,900 -3 
Wis... 1,300 61,100 900-18 
.. 1,800 2,000 1,900 —5 
eee 5,700 1,300 1,400 +8 
5.00 3,600 3,300 
er 27,400 10,600 8,500 — 20 
Ra. 18,040 14,000 13,000 -7 
1.700 1,400 1,400 
5,300 9.200 8,800 -4 
2.40 1,300 1,300 
2,000 400 400 
Ark... 8.470 3,200 2,900 -9 
1,200 200 300 «+50 
20,800 12,000 9.000 — 28 
ns 3.700 3.700 3,100 —10 
ent, 7.070 6,000 6,000 * 
Calif..........105,500 151,600 130.000 —14 
Other states 2,440 1,300 1,560 +10 
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'Ala., Arts., Conn., Idaho, Kans., La., Minn., 
Miss., Nebr., N. M., N. C., Ore., Wash., and W. Va. 
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Status of Legislation 


(The Senate and House adjourned 
April 18 until April 29.) 

Agricultural trade development— 
S. 1814 (Ellender of La.), to raise 
Title I authorizations from billion 
to $4 billion and extend P. 480 to 
June 80, 1958, was passed by the 
Senate Agen 1 ek was the sub — of 
a hearing House Agriculture 
Committee March 

Antimerger le — R. 2143 
(Celler of N. T.), to require prior 
notification of corporate mergers, was 
approved, with amendments, by a 
Judiciary Subcommittee April 
4. 8. 198 (O’Mahoney of Wyo.) is 
before Senate Antimonopoly 


beommittee. 
Defense procurement—S, 1587 (Me- 
Clellan of Ark. and McCarthy of 
Wis.) and a number of companion 
| in the House, to create a “Supply 
Service 1. in the 
Department of Defense for purchase 
distribution of common supply 
items, in line with Hoover Commis- 
sion recommendations, have been in- 
troduced and referred to Armed Serv- 
ices Committees, which are awaiting 
comments from the Department. 
FDA chemical additives—H. R. 
6747 (Harris of Ast.) and 8. 1895 
= of the Administration- 
msored bill, would regulate the use 
chemical additives in foods. No 
action scheduled. 


Fishermen's Protective Act—Bills 
to broaden protection of fishermen on 
the high seas were the subject of a 
hearing by a House Merchant Marine 
Subcommittee April 17. 

Government contracte—H. R. 722, 
to amend the Robinson-Patman Act 
so as to make sales to nonprofit insti- 
tutions for resale, subject to the Act, 
will be the subject of hearin gy 
House Judiciary Committee t 
receives statements from 22. 
agencies concerned. 

ICC agricultural exemption—S. 
1689 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H. R. 
5823 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 

icultural exemption in sec. 203 
2 of the Interstate Commerce 
„ have been introduced. 

100 vate carrier definition—S. 
1677 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H. R. 
5825 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 
definition of a private motor carrier, 
as recommended by the ICC, will be 
the subject of hearings 5 the Senate 
Transportation Subcommittee 

ay 6. 

ICC private carrier registration— 
S. 1490 (Magnuson of Wash.) and 
H. R. 5664 (Harris of Ark.), to re- 
quire private motor carriers to regis- 
ter with the ICC annually, was ap- 
proved by the Senate Surface Trans- 
portation Subcommitte April 12 but 
was passed over by the full Senate 


Committee at its regular 


Commerce 
meeting April 15. 
Marke 


orders, cranberries—A 
number of bills to amend the Agricul- 
tural Marketing t Act so as 
to authorize marketing orders for 


cranberries for — wen will 


— — of heari by a Sena 1778 
culture Subcommittee ttee April 29. N.C.A. 


opposes. 


Packers and Stoe Act—S. 
1856 (O’Mahoney of Wyo.), to trans- 
fer antitrust jurisdiction over meat 


cking operations from USDA 


to 


TC, will the subject of hearings 
by the Senate — 27 — 
u ay 


beommittee beginning 
Potato marketing and taht 


A 


number of bills to Srohibit the sale of 


ae of a lower grade than U. 


o. 2, under certain conditions, were 
the subject of hearings the House 
Agriculture Committee ril 15-16. 
N. C. A. opposes application to canning. 

Poultry inspection—8. 1747 (Aiken 
of Vt.), providi for compulsory 
USDA inspection of poultry products, 
was passed by the — 4 April 8. 
H. R. 6814 was approved by a House 


Agriculture Subcommittee 
Robinson-Patman Act—S. 11 


pril 9. 
Ke- 


fauver of Log we and H. R. 11 (Pat- 
the good 


man of Tex.), to rest 


faith defense against a charge of price 


discrimination, was the subject 


of 


hearings by the Senate Antitrust 
Subcommittee March 12-20 and March 


26-April 5. 


Wage-Hour—Various bills to in- 
roaden 


crease the minimum wage 
coverage and eliminate existi 
emptions in the Fair Labor Stan 


ex- 
rds 


Act, were the subject of hearings by 
the Senate Labor Committee. The 
House Labor Subcommittee continues 


to hear witnesses. 


Waste dis H. R. 1082 (Byrnes 
of Wis.), R. 2468 (Lipscomb of 
Calif.), and H. R. 4184 (Simpson of 
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Pa.), to allow rapid amortization of d 
waste dis facilities and treat- 
ment works, have been introduced. 
N. C. A. sup orts the proposal, which I 
is before House Ways and Means 
ittee. « 
N 
Private Carrier Definition * 
Hearings will be held May 6-8 by B 
the Senate Surface Transportation 
Subcommittee on a bill, S. 1677, to H 
amend the definition of a “private car- 
rier of property by motor vehicle” 
in the Interstate Commerce Act. 1 
The amendment was suggested by al 
the ICC purportedly for the purpose ee 
of outlawing certain “buy-and-sell” 10 
operations and has the support of m 
regulated, for-hire carriers. C 
Groups representing private truck 
operators are preparing to oppose this is 
legislation or any change in the ex- th 
isting definition of a private carrier, — 
on the ground that the current in- fit 
terpretation of the definition by the — 
ICC and the Supreme Court is ade- M 
quate to prohibit the “buy-and-sell” fr 
operations. bil 
It is contended that the problem ye 
is one of enforcement, and that the ha 
current proposal is but an effort to va 
open the way to new litigation, affect- | 
ing the right of a nontransportation 
enterprise to operate trucks as a bona 10 
fide incident to the primary business. — 
Members of the Senate Surface tre 
Transportation Subeommittee are Sen- the 
ators Smathers (Fla.), chairman evi 
and Lausche (Ohio), Magnuson ple 
(Wash.), Schoeppel (Kans.), and § jj, 
Purtell (Conn.). This is a subcom- ere 
mittee of the Senate Committee on § tur 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. sen 
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